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F
ollowing a brief illness, Center for Big Bend Studies
(CBBS) Advisory Council member John Charles Kelley
passed away on December 13, 1997, in El Paso, Texas.

He was 84 years old.  He is survived by  Ellen Abbott Kelley,
whom he married on May 4, 1966. A dedicated, preeminent
scholar and prolific writer, Kelley was actively involved in
research and preparation of manuscripts until his death.  His
numerous pioneering contributions to the archeology and
ethnohistory of West Texas, the American Southwest, and
Northwest Mexico continue to provide a solid foundation for
researchers.  He was a constant wellspring of information for
his many students and colleagues—always willing to share his
hard-earned knowledge and eager to brainstorm concepts.
Kelley was the antithesis of the armchair archeologist, a man
who believed firmly in acquiring  hard data through direct
means.  He was still directing large-scale excavations in
Zacatecas, Mexico, as recently as 1993, but was finally forced
by poor health to retire from fieldwork in 1994 at the age of 81.
Always in the interpretive foreground and often the subject of
controversy, Kelley was truly a unique man and an impressive
scholar who will be sorely missed.

Born in Era, Texas, Kelley grew up in Balmorhea and
attended Sul Ross State Teachers College (now Sul Ross State
University) in Alpine. While at Sul Ross during the early 1930s, 
he fell under the tutelage of Victor J. Smith, whom Kelley
fondly referred to as “the real pioneer of Trans-Pecos
archeology.” Smith had a profound intellectual impact on
Kelley, as well as on another of his students who would, like
Kelley, become a renowned North American archeologist, Joe
Ben Wheat (also recently deceased).  With encouragement
from Smith and others, Kelley went on to receive a B.A. in
anthropology from the University of New Mexico in 1937 and a 
Ph.D. in American Archaeology and Ethnology from Harvard
University in 1948.  While at Harvard, Kelley came under the
influence of Clyde Kluckhohn, whom he viewed as his
anthropological mentor.

During his long distinguished career, Kelley served as
curator of the Museum of the Big Bend (1937–1939), instructor 
in anthropology at the University of Texas, Austin

(1941–1942), associate professor of anthropology and Curator
of the Anthropology Museum at University of Texas
(1949–1950), professor of anthropology and director of the
University Museum at Southern Illinois University at
Carbondale (1950–1970), professor of anthropology and
coordinator of research, Southern Illinois University at
Carbondale (1971–1976), and Professor Emeritus, Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale (1976–1997).  Since his
retirement to Fort Davis, Texas, in 1977, Kelley served as
adjunct professor at Sul Ross State University and, more
recently, the University of Texas at El Paso.  He was an officer
and board member of the Society for American Archaeology,
the American Anthropological Association (SAA), and
numerous other organizations, and was honored by the SAA
with its 50th anniversary award.  He was also a recipient of the
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State Representative Pete P. Gallego and a group of West
Texas scholars were in Chihuahua, Chihuahua, Mexico,
recently seeking to stimulate greater international interest in
cultural and biological studies of the Big Bend area and
northern Mexico.  The trip was arranged by Dr. Ruben Osorio,
noted Mexican historian, who has recently completed a
biography of General Francisco “Pancho” Villa based upon
extensive research and many interviews with persons who were 
with Villa during the revolution.

Making the trip from Alpine were Robert J. Mallouf,
Director of the Center for Big Bend Studies, Dr. Gerald G.
Raun, and Dian Raun.  Dr. Earl Elam, former Director of the
Center and State District Judge Tom Crum, both of Granbury,
accompanied the Alpine contingent.  All are members of an
informal group called the Big Bend Borderlanders, which is
dedicated to scholarly research on the history, archeology, and
biology of the United States/Mexico borderlands. Chihuahua
representatives on the trip were Dr. Guadalupe Rivera and
Glenn P. Willeford.

During the trip they met with Chihuahua Governor
Francisco Barrio and other top ranking state officials.
Representative Gallego was honored by the Chihuahua state
legislature. Following the meeting Representative Gallego
returned to Alpine, while the Borderlanders visited several sites 
of interest related to the saga of Pancho Villa and the Mexican
Revolution, including the church where Villa and Luz Corral
were married and the cemetery where Villa’s young daughter,
who was murdered, was buried.  They also visited the site
where Villistas killed 16 American mining engineers in 1916.

Also hosting the group was Jesús Murga, a Chihuahua
rancher whose father was a Villista general but later became an
enemy of Villa.  At the invitation of Sr. Murga, the
Borderlanders were guests at his rancho for three days.  The
house at Rancho Guerachic is where Villa and his generals
planned the raid on the United States that culminated in the raid
on Columbus, New Mexico, in 1916.  Several Texas sites were
potential targets for raids, including Shafter and Marfa.

The rancho was also the site of a battle between General
Murga’s followers and a troop of federalista soldiers loyal to
Carranza.  It was utilized by Villa and his troops on several
occasions during the revolution and was a retreat during the
time that General John J. Pershing was in Mexico pursuing
Villa after the Columbus raid.

BORDERLANDERS VISIT CHIHUAHUA

Texas Award for Historic Preservation in 1986 and many
honorary awards in Mexico.

In the early-to-mid 1930s Kelley carried out archeological
surveys and excavations in West Texas, including work for
E. B. Sayles and Gila Pueblo.  During this period he also
worked at a number of projects in New Mexico and served as a
field ethnographer on the Navajo Indian Reservation.  Between
1936 and 1940 he conducted surveys and large-scale
excavations in what would become Big Bend National Park and 
along the Rio Grande and Rio Conchos in Texas and
Chihuahua.  His excavations in the late 1930s at the Millington
and Loma Alta sites in the vicinity of Presidio, Texas, were to
provide the basis for his 1948 dissertation, Jumano and
Patarabueye, Relations at La Junta de los Ríos, while at
Harvard. He served as a project supervisor for various WPA
and University of Texas, investigations in Central Texas from
1941–1943, served in the armed forces from 1944–1945, and
was curator of the Archaeology Museum at the University of
Texas from 1949–1950.  

Upon becoming director of the University Museum at
Southern Illinois University (Carbondale) in 1950, Kelley’s
research interests shifted to northwestern Mexico.  By 1952 he

was carrying out extensive investigations in the vicinity of
Durango, Mexico, work that led ultimately to the development
of his Classic and Postclassic Chalchihuites sequence and
recognition of Chalchihuites exchange systems having origins
in Central Mexico and extending throughout Northwest
Mexico into the southwestern United States.  In 1971 Kelley
began intensive investigations at the major frontier
Mesoamerican site of Alta Vista in western Zacatecas, Mexico.
Alta Vista became the focus of most of his subsequent research, 
and he carried out his final field investigation there in 1993 at
the invitation of the state of Zacatecas. 

Best known for his pioneering archeological studies in
Trans-Pecos Texas and northwestern Mexico, Kelley’s legacy
will live on in his many substantive publications and among his
many students, colleagues, and admirers.  His legendary
persona is perhaps best expressed in a comment made by Erik
K. Reed in a letter dated April 22, 1937, to Victor Smith:

From a selfish point of view I wish you and
Hewett didn’t have J. C. Kelley fixed up for
summer so that I could perhaps get
him—Have you any more like him?

— Robert J. Mallouf

Kelley, continued

(L-R) Professor Ulises Baez Zuniga, Judge Tom Crum,
Dr. Ruben Osorio, Representative Pete P. Gallego,
Governor Francisco Barrio, CBBS Director Robert J.
Mallouf, Dr. Earl Elam, and Dr. Gerald Raun.
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UNCOVERING THE HISPANIC HERITAGE OF THE BIG BEND

The Center for Big Bend Studies has initiated a program to
interview elderly Hispanic people in the Trans-Pecos area of
West Texas. The purpose of the Borderlands Hispanic Oral
History Project is to preserve through taped interviews the rich
transcultural heritage experienced in West Texas as well as in
portions of northern Mexico. The project will ultimately result
in a publication as part of the CBBS monograph series.

Targeted for interviews are people in their 70s, 80s, and
90s who were born and resided all or most of their lives in the
borderlands region. Men and women in this age group will be
considered for interviews who now reside in the Texas
Trans-Pecos or on Mexico’s northern border in towns such as
Ojinaga, Manuel Benavídes, Boquillas, and Santa Elena.

His tory through the eyes of His panic women, in par ticu lar,
has been long over looked, and the proj ect is in tended to have a
balanced- gender fo cus. The in ter viewees will rep re sent a cross
sec tion of eco nomic back grounds.

While the interviews are focused on particular topics, some 
preliminary research is conducted on the background of each
person prior to the actual interview. It is thus anticipated that
the interviews will record some common themes as well as
many unique experiences. Because West Texas remained a
“frontier” longer than the remainder of the state, this invaluable
project will undoubtedly bring to light and preserve important
aspects of Hispanic culture along the border during the early
days of the commingling with the Anglo culture.

The organizers of the project feel it is important to record
events of everyday life as well as any unique experiences that
would enlighten researchers interested in life in the Texas
borderlands. Topics to be covered in the interviews include
reasons for migrating to and/or remaining in the United States,

definition of community, changes observed in the environment
and culture, livelihood, educational opportunities, and family
life. The interviews are not so limited, however, that they
preclude spontaneous thoughts and subject matter.

The researcher and interviewer for the project is John
Klingemann, a SRSU student who is fluent in Spanish and
English. All interviews will be conducted in the language with
which the interviewee feels most comfortable—English or
Spanish. The interviews will be transcribed and, if in Spanish,
translated into English, with the tapes and transcriptions
eventually placed in the Archives of the Big Bend at Sul Ross
State University, where they will be made available to future
researchers. In addition, photographs of each interviewee will
be made and will be included with each person’s file. It is also
hoped that some informants will be willing to share old
photographs of their family and historically significant places
to be copied for the Archives. The resultant publication will be
edited by Sheron Smith-Savage, who also serves as director of
the project.

To this point, four people have been interviewed, from
Ojinaga, Balmorhea, Marfa, and Terlingua. Names of people
for future interviews are being solicited who meet the main
criteria of being at least 70 years of age, who have lived most of
their lives in the Trans-Pecos or northern Mexico, and who are
willing to be interviewed. Because it is anticipated there will be
insufficient time to interview everyone we would like to under
the current project, a basic information sheet has been prepared
for prospective informants, which may be filled out in either
Spanish or English. To obtain a copy of the questionnaire or to
nominate a potential interviewee, please contact John
Klingemann at the Center for Big Bend Studies, Box C-71,
Alpine, Texas 79832, telephone (915) 837-8676, or you may

e-mail at sherons@sulross.edu or John
Klingemann at JKLI014@sulross.edu.

This worthy project will increase the
knowledge of the rich history, culture, and
contributions of Hispanics in the borderlands. It
is important to capture for future generations the
recollections of those individuals who can lend
their personal perspectives to the evolution of
lifestyles along the border.

Terlingua resident Rafael Navarrette was 
interviewed by John Klingemann. Here
he poses with his favorite guitar, which
he has played for over 50 years.
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The Center for Big Bend Studies is beginning a new
project focusing on African Americans in the Trans-Pecos and
northern Mexico. Over the next nine months, Dr. Marilyn Dell
Brady will be conducting research and writing a monograph on
this topic, as well as providing an overview of it for general
readers.

Few in number and largely ignored by historians, African
Americans nevertheless played a significant role in the history
of Trans-Pecos Texas. They came with the Spanish and
continued to move back and forth across the Texas border in
Coahuila and Chihuahua. Black men’s roles in the
post-Civil-War Indian wars has begun to receive attention, but
they were also involved in the emergence of ranching,
railroads, mining, and the oil industries. Women of African
descent came as well as men, sometimes raising their own
families while working as servants in the homes of others. Both
women and men were active in organizing churches, schools,
and clubs to serve their own communities. With such
institutions, they combated discrimination and struggled for
their rights.  As individuals their stories could be excluded and
disregarded, but when their narratives are woven together, they
become an important thread in the history of the Trans-Pecos
region.

Dr. Brady has a Ph.D. in U.S. History from the University
of Kansas and was Associate Professor at Virginia Wesleyan
College in Norfolk, Virginia, before moving to Alpine last
summer. She has taught African American History and
published articles on African American women and their
organizations. 

In the course of this project, Brady will be traveling
throughout the Trans-Pecos region gathering materials. Oral
histories will be important, and she is interested in finding
African Americans who will share stories of their own lives and 
those of their ancestors in this region.

Only by col lect ing such sto ries can the his tory of Af ri can
Ameri cans be come a part of our larger his tory. Any one in ter -
ested in talk ing with her should con tact Mar ilyn Brady at
(915)837-3210 or you may e- mail her at dwdmdb@over -
land.net. You may also reach here through the Cen ter for Big
Bend Stud ies, Al pine, TX 79832, tele phone (915)837-8179. 

Monroe and Susie Payne were both born in Mexico but lived part of their
married lives in what is now Big Bend National Park.  After Monroe was
kidnapped during the 1916 Glenn Springs raid, he moved his family to
Marathon.

Photograph courtesy of the Archives of the Big Bend

Mary Payne Roach, born c. 1896, was the
daughter of Monroe and Susie Payne.  This 
photograph was taken in 1919.

Photograph courtesy of the Archives of the Big Bend

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE TRANS-PECOS
AND NORTHERN MEXICO
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The Center for Big Bend Studies and the Archives of the
Big Bend, Sul Ross State University, recently negotiated a
major donation to the Archives.  Dr. Ruben Osorio, noted
historian from Chihuahua City, Mexico, made the remarkable
donation of 110 audio tapes of oral interviews he conducted
with men and women who lived in Chihuahua at the time of the
Mexican Revolution.  Some of the interviews cover the history
of Chihuahua during the dynamic time period of the 1890s.
Many of the interviews deal with personal experiences with
and remembrances of Francisco “Pancho” Villa.  Two of the
interviews are with Villa’s wife Luz Corral who passed away in 
1982.  “Women are excellent persons to give information.
They have excellent memories.  They remember more details
than most men,” according to Osorio.

Dr. Osorio became interested in Pancho Villa in 1975
when a friend asked him to collaborate on a book he was
writing.  The book was an epic poem pretended to have been
written by a soldier in Villa’s army, about battles he had fought
in and experiences of the army. Osorio was asked to verify the
facts in the poem.  He began research in San Andres,
Chihuahua, interviewing surviving members of Villa’s army;
most of the people interviewed are now deceased.  This was the 
start of a research project that would span 22 years and cover
over one hundred interviews.  All of the research he has
conducted has been at his own expense.

Dr. Osorio is among the first historians to conduct oral
interviews in Chihuahua. Since these people have never been
interviewed before, the information is all new.  A few years ago 
Glenn Willeford, then a professor at the Universidad de
Autonoma de Chihuahua, met Dr. Osorio and suggested he
donate the taped interviews to the Archives of the Big Bend so
that they would be available to researchers.  Dr. Osorio said,
“I’m happy my tapes will be protected.  The information will
not be lost.”

According to Melleta Bell, Archivist at the Archives, the
tapes will not be available to researchers for at least a year until
they have been copied and inventoried.  Then they will only be
available in Spanish.  Transcriptions and English translations
will eventually be available.

Another item being donated by Dr. Osorio is a copy of a
personal album belonging to Luz Corral, Pancho Villa’s wife.
It contains her thoughts and memories as well as photographs
of people she met in Mexico and Cuba.  A collection of copies
of correspondence from Pancho Villa while he lived on the
Canutillo Ranch is also being donated.  The 150 letters date
from March 31, 1922, to July 12, 1923, the day Villa was
assassinated.  Osorio learned about the collection of letters
while interviewing Franscisco Piñon.  Piñon was “adopted” by
Villa and his wife when he was 13 years old and lived with
them at the Canutillo Ranch.  Piñon’s interview is included
among the donated tapes.

Robert J. Mallouf, Director for the Center for Big Bend
Studies, and Dr. Gerald Raun of the Center’s Advisory Council 
have been instrumental in obtaining the donations from Dr.
Osorio.  Mallouf said, “This extremely important collection
will be invaluable to researchers for years to come.  We are
very honored that Dr. Osorio decided to place his collection
here at Sul Ross.” 

Dr. Osorio continues to conduct research on Pancho Villa.
He is now tracing the origins of Villa in Durango, Mexico.
When completed, he plans to donate the interviews and
materials he has collected to the Archives as well.  Dr. Osorio
also serves on the Advisory Council of the CBBS.

OSORIO DONATES TAPED INTERVIEWS
TO ARCHIVES OF THE BIG BEND

Robert J. Mallouf and Melleta Bell accept Dr. Ruben
Osorio’s (center) generous donation to the Archives.

CENTER TO RECEIVE NEW SPACE

SRSU of fi cials have an nounced that the up com ing reno va -
tion of Fer gu son Hall will re sult in the crea tion of sorely
needed of fice and labo ra tory space for the Cen ter for Big Bend
Stud ies.  In ad di tion to of fices and an analy sis lab, the new
space will in clude a con ference room and space for vis it ing
schol ars, as well as ade quate stor age for field equip ment and
ac tive col lec tions stor age and proc ess ing.  The Cen ter will
move from its cur rent of fices in Law rence Hall into Fer gu son
Hall upon com ple tion of reno va tions in an es ti mated 1.5 to 2

Ferguson Hall before renovation.
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Several cooperative projects involving historians and
CBBS archeologists have been underway during the past few
months.  CBBS Advisory Council member Dr. Frank
Daugherty (historian and retired geologist) is researching the
Joseph Petty family murders that took place  around November
12, 1884, in what is now Big Bend National Park.  Joe Petty
was prospecting in the present park area and had established
headquarters with his wife and two daughters on Tornillo
Creek that same year.  Petty’s wife and daughters were brutally
murdered while he was on a prospecting trip, and the family’s
remains were found and buried by local cowboys who reported
the murders to the cavalry at Camp Peña Colorado near
Marathon.  Cavalry troops out of Camp Peña and Fort Davis
were dispatched to the scene and ended up hot on the trail of the 
murderers, but had to end pursuit upon reaching the Rio Grande 
due to a treaty signed between the U.S. and Mexico that

required the granting of permission to cross the river.  CBBS
archeologists Frank García, Andy Cloud, Robert Mallouf, and
Marty Estrada joined Daugherty and Lee Sleeper along a
segment of Tornillo Creek in November 1997, where they
conducted an unsuccessful survey to locate the Petty burial site. 
Based upon historic accounts gathered by Daugherty, it is now
believed that the group burial either has been eroded away by
the creek or is located along a different stream segment.  

At the invitation of owner Jack Brown, CBBS researchers
are also conducting a reconnaissance at intervals on the
Ocotillo Ranch in Presidio County.  CBBS Advisory Council
member Dr. Gerald Raun (historian and retired herpetologist),
Associate Member Glenn Willeford (historian), and Robert
Mallouf (archeologist) have made recent visits that resulted in
the preliminary recording of several significant archeological
sites and a historic cemetery.  Other cooperative efforts are
underway in several areas of the Big Bend. 

An eastward view of Santiago Peak from Ocotillo Ranch in
Presidio County.

HISTORIANS AND ARCHEOLOGISTS COOPERATE ON PROJECTS

Dr. Frank Daugherty (right) discusses the Petty murders in
Big Bend National Park as CBBS archeologist Frank García
looks on.

NATURE CONSERVANCY 1997
ANNUAL MEETING

On August 16, CBBS staffer Andy Cloud set up a display
of specimens from the Museum of the Big Bend at the annual
meeting of the Nature Conservancy, which was held outside of
Fort Davis at a ranch recently acquired by the Conservancy.
The display consisted of stone projectile points, a nearly
complete prehistoric ceramic vessel, and a variety of perishable
items from sites in the Trans-Pecos and Lower Pecos regions.
An estimated 120 Conservancy members listened to the
explanations and viewed the display, while approximately 60
CBBS newsletters (and other materials) were handed out. An
appreciable number of these individuals expressed an interest
in becoming associate members of the Center, so it is hoped that 
this endeavor will add to Center membership. Andy Cloud explains prehistoric artifacts to

Nature Conservancy meeting attendees.
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JACK E. BROWN CREATES ENDOWMENT FOR CBBS

Mr. Jack E. Brown, who ranches near Casa Piedra south of
Marfa, Texas, finalized the Etta Baugh Brown (Winnie)
Memorial Endowment for SRSU’s Center for Big Bend Studies 
during ceremonies at the university on October 14, 1997.  The
$10,000 endowment is named in honor of Brown’s wife who
passed away in 1995.  Mr. and Mrs. Brown moved to the Big
Bend in 1970 where they have owned and operated the Rock
House and Ocotillo ranches in Presidio County.  Known as
“Winnie” to her many friends, Mrs. Brown was born in San
Angelo in 1917 and was raised on a ranch in Schliecher County
near Eldorado, Texas.  She loved the Big Bend and was
particularly interested in the history, wildlife, and vegetation of
the region.  Mrs. Brown is buried in a private cemetery on the
ranch, where Jack and their daughter Betsy still live.

Mr. Brown stated that he had been considering doing
something in memory of his wife for about a year.  “The
endowment to the Center for Big Bend Studies meshes with her
life and personality,” he said.  Neither he nor his wife attended
Sul Ross, but his daughter Betsy Lou Brown received her
Master of Science degree from Sul Ross.  Brown said that in
1970 his wife talked him into moving from San Angelo to ranch 
in the Big Bend.  He feels that it was a great move, even though
he left some things behind.  He continued a brokerage business,
having been a broker for 60 years, and is still semi-active.  The
Browns have four children:  Betsy, Leighton Baugh Brown of
Virginia, Marjo Etta Brown of Stephenville, and  the late Judith
K. Brown.

The endowment will give the CBBS much-needed
additional resources for research, publications, and other
projects.  Joining Brown in the October endowment signing
ceremony was SRSU President R. Vic Morgan, Vice President

for Business Affairs Mickey Havens, and CBBS Director
Robert Mallouf.  President Morgan stated, “We are delighted
that Mr. Brown created this endowment in memory of his wife.
Support from private individuals always enables the university
to accomplish more.”  Mallouf noted that the endowment is a
permanent fund. The principal of the endowment will be held in 
perpetuity, with 90 percent of the interest being expended for
Center projects.  The remaining 10 percent of interest will be
reinvested with the endowment principal to facilitate growth.

Etta Baugh Brown (Winnie)
1917–1995

Jack and Betsy Brown at their home on Rock House Ranch, October 1997.

The Center for Big Bend Studies is
now accepting papers to be presented at
the 5th Annual Conference, November
13–14, 1998.  Presentations should
focus on prehistoric, historic, and
modern cultures of the borderlands
region of the United States and Mexico,
with emphasis on the area encompassed
by Trans-Pecos Texas and north-central
Mexico.

Papers accepted for presentation
will be considered for publication in The
Journal of Big Bend Studies, Volume
11.

Please submit an abstract of 200
words or less by October 1, 1998.

Kelly García
Center for Big Bend Studies

SRSU Box C-71
Alpine, Texas 79832
kgarcia@sulross.edu
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BOOK REVIEW

The Terror of the Machine: Technology, Work,
Gender, & Ecology on the U.S.–Mexico Border

by Devon G. Peña

The Center for Mexican American Studies,
Austin, 1997

The dramatic growth of American owned maquiladoras
(industrial factories) along the U.S.–Mexico border has
radically altered the border’s population, urban development,
culture, politics, gender relations, and environment.  Over the
course of the past two decades, Mexico has allowed for the
expansion of the maquiladoras system as a means of promoting 
industrialization, creating jobs, and pursuing an economic
development model emphasizing rapid integration with the
American market.  In Terror of the Machine Devon G. Peña
provides a first-rate account of the history of the maquiladoras
based on 10 years of field research.

Peña places the history of the maquiladoras system within
the broader historical context of the industrial revolution, the
development of machine systems, and the reorganization of
labor relations.  The construction of Henry Ford’s assembly
line production and the deskilling of the working class allowed
for industry to consolidate its power and control over the
working class.  Yet, despite this attempt to dominate their lives,
the workers struggle to maintain autonomy and resist the
dehumanizing effects of industrialization—to challenge the
terror of the machine.

Peña then analyzes the origins of the maquiladoras along
the Mexican border and in communities as American industry,
in search of low wages, lax environmental protection laws, and
close access to the American market, built a series of factories
to provide quick assembly line production of consumer goods
such as televisions, cameras, and computers.  A major feature
of the maquiladoras system is its reliance on a female work
force, creating a work environment based on patriarchical
control where sexual harassment forms the basis of social
relations.  Peña provides a “history from below” by devoting
ample space to interviews of the workers themselves.  Through
a number of narratives, Peña gives a voice to the voiceless, and
presents the women workers as proactive in the formation of
their autonomous space, lives, and destinies.  Documental
evidence of the women’s resistance to the dehumanizing effects 
of the factory system is a major strength of the book.

A major fallout of the maquiladoras along the
U.S.–Mexico border is the environmental destruction brought
about by the dumping of toxic wastes in the Rio Grande, the
release of chemicals and poisons into the air, and the illegal
burying of chemicals outside of urban environments.  Major
American corporations avoid EPA restrictions by setting up
factories along the border, to the detriment of such border cities
as El Paso, Laredo, Brownsville, and others.  Recent outbreaks

of anencephaly (brain structure diseases) among babies born in
Matamoros confirm to most health officials the high levels of
toxic wastes and heavy chemicals in the border environment.
Peña presents a persuasive argument for alternative models for
environmentally sustainable development.

Terror of the Machine is a much needed history of the
maquiladoras factory system along the U.S.–Mexico border,
providing Texas and border citizens an important tool in
analyzing the political, economic, cultural, and environmental
impact of the maquiladoras industrialization.  It is a must read
for the Texas/Big Bend citizen, or for anyone interested in the
border and the future of the American and the Mexican worker.

Dr. Mark Saad Saka

Assistant Professor of History

Sul Ross State University


