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Evaluation Criteria, Part 1

Authority

o aperson with extensive or specialized knowledge about a subject

o abook or other source able to supply reliable information or evidence
Credibility

o the quality of being trusted and believed in

o the quality of being convincing or believable
Reliability

o consistently good in quality or performance

o able to be trusted

Authority, Credibility, and Reliability... aka Trust and Believability

Evaluation Criteria, Part 2

p—

Currency

o extending up to the present time, including the latest facts
Completeness

o not lacking anything necessary
Relevancy

o relation to the matter at hand
Legal Issues

o copyright

o plagiarism

o citations
Special Considerations

o technology
o stability

o cost

o ease of use

Three Things to Keep in Mind...

Anyone can put anything on the Internet.
Not all Internet information is useful.

Evaluating Internet information is critical!
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Internet Evaluation Checklist

Site Name & URL:

Authority/Credibility/Reliability... aka Trust and Believability

The Domain/Internet Address (.edu, .gov, .org, .com, etc.

Is an institution responsible for the content presented?
Is it a commercial site designed to sell products or services?
Is it a government agency with an agenda?
If so, what is the agenda?
Is it an organization with an agenda?
If so, what is the agenda?

The Author

Can you trace the author and his/her credentials?
Can you contact the author for clarification if necessary?

Is the author someone who can be considered an authority on the subject?

If so, how do you know?

Does the information presented reflect only one individual's opinion?
If so, what is the opinion presented?

Do you detect any bias in the writing?
If so, what is the bias?

What is the author's motive?

What are the author's intentions?

Currency/Completeness

When was the page created and/or updated?
Is the actual information presented dated?
If so, it a topic where it matters?
How complete is the information presented?
Is it a summary?
Is it an excerpt?

Relevancy

Is it about your topic?

Does it support what you already know?

Does it give you information you don't already have?
Does it fit your research needs?

Who is the intended audience?

Legal Issues
Does the site obey copyright law?
Is the content the author's own? (plagiarism)

Does the site cite its sources and do so correctly?

Special Considerations

Are there technological requirements that you don't have?
Will the site be there next time you visit?
(Or more importantly, if your professor wants to verify it?)
Is it easy to navigate and use?
Is there cost involved or do you have to register to access the content?
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