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Regular class attendance is important to the attainment of the educational objectives of the
university; therefore, students should attend all classes. Attendance includes being punctual
for class and ready to engage with the professor and the day’s material. The instructor's policy
on class attendance will be explained at the beginning of the semester or term. In accordance
with the instructor’s policy, the instructor has the right to penalize students who are out of
compliance with the class-attendance policy.

Authorized/Excused Absences Statement.

An absence because of participation in an official university activity is considered to be
an authorized/excused absence. While every effort will be made by departments to
minimize missed class time of students by careful scheduling of authorized university
activities, when a student has to miss a class due to an authorized university activity, it
will be the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor of the class in advance.
The department responsible for the authorized university activity will also notify
instructors through the Student Life Office by providing an excused absence list to the
office.

Instructors will give students participating in an authorized university activity the
opportunity to make up class work, including tests, within a reasonable time and at the
convenience of the instructor.

Should an instructor have an attendance policy that allows for the dropping of a student
after a certain number of absences, authorized/excuses absences will not be counted
towards that number of absences. Any student dropped for excessive absences will
receive either an “F” or a “W” depending upon the faculty member’s discretion.

Distance Education (Web-course) Non-Participation Statement.

Policies in effect for on-campus, traditional classroom-instruction courses also apply to
students enrolled in distance-education courses, including Web-based and ITV courses.

Non-participation and inactivity may include not logging on to the course, not
submitting assignments or participating in other assigned activities as scheduled, not
communicating with the instructor by phone or email, and/or not following the
instructor's participation guidelines stated in the syllabus.
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Religious Holy Days Absences Statement.

In accordance with Texas Education Code 51.911, Sul Ross State University shall excuse a
student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the
observance of a religious holy day, including travel for that purpose. A student who must miss
class due to a religious holy day is required to notify the instructor of the class in advance.

A student whose absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence
and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment from which the student

is excused within a reasonable time after the absence as determined by the instructor.

“Religious holy day” means a holy day observed by a religion whose places of worship are
exempt from property taxation under Section 11.20, Texas Tax Code.
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